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Steve, 

This is the story I first proposed to Mo. (If memory serves, first I pitched hima 
paragraph version and then we talked about it a bit...resulting in this elongated 
version. ) 


The guys at Kablam said it was "not an emotional conflict" and had "little physical 
humor." I disagree with the first point, agree with the second. 


By fax, I am sending you the first draft of "Starvation." It's fairly marked up, but 
you'll get the idea. 


Robert 


THE PARROT 


Cold open: We find August opening a can of dog food when Repunzil comes in. 


"August! You've gotta come see what I got!" August asks if it can wait: 
it's September's mealtime. Repunzil asks him to hurry. August exits frame 
with September's food and comes right back. "Okay, what is it?" "I've gota 


parrot!" says Repunzil. 
[Show open. ] 


When we first see this parrot, it is sitting on its perch, an empty-eyed look 
on its face. The other Offbeats are standing around, greatly amused. The 
parrot speaks in actual sound-clips of the Offbeats' voices in effect, 
perfect imitations of each of them. (The bird says things like "My name is 
Betty-Anne Bongo" and "I said, "Lay off the twig!") | 


In the next scene, August and September are walking together, and August is 
rhapsodizing about this amazing parrot. We can see that September is not 
amused. "Talk is cheap," he says. August, not picking up on September's 
feelings, begins to laughingly tell an amusing anecdote about the parrot, 
closing his eyes as he gets carried away. September stops walking and August 
smacks into a pole. September says "Pole." 


September is in his dressing room, sitting in a director's chair before a 
lighted mirror, reading "Dog's Life" magazine. He wears a red smoking jacket 
while a dog costume, identical to his actual body, hangs over the back of the 
chair. A large clock on the wall says 5:00. September looks up at the clock, 
puts down his magazine, and takes a cloth napkin off a hook. Stuffing it 
into his neck, he walks out upright. 


Outside his dressing room, a candelabra and bowl are on the floor. September 
bends to eat. 


The bowl is empty. 


Cut to: The Offbeats are once again being regaled by the parrot's dead-on 
imitations. Everyone is laughing riotously. 


September walks in, holding his bowl. Nobody notices. September stands next 
to August, “ahem"ing lightly into his fist as he tries to get his attention. 
"Puppy chase!" the parrot says, in Repunzil's voice. "Look out, he's gonna 
blow!" it says, in Betty's voice. 


"August, my tummy is rumbling," says September. Nobody notices. Everyone is 


laughing again at the bird. "Say something else!" says Tommy. The bird says 
"August, my tummy is rumbling." Everyone laughs hysterically. August turns 
to September excitedly. "Tt's uncanny!" he says. 


September has now had enough. He takes off his smoking jacket and throws it 


to the ground. "Okay bird," he says, and finally he has everyone's 
attention, except the bird, who continues to look glass-eyed. "Debate. 
Tomorrow. Three o'clock." September spins on his heel and leaves. August 


looks after him, blinking confusedly. Fade out. 


Fade in. Betty-Anne stands at a moderator's podium. To her left, September, 
with his own podium and a pitcher of water. To her right, the parrot, on its 
perch, looking idiotic. The Offbeats have gathered to watch. 


"Our topic," says Betty-Anne, "is International Policy: Isolationism or 
colonialism? Let's start with September." 


September takes a sip of water as he considers the question. "As Democracy 
emerges in the Third World it is encumbent upon us to light the golden torch 
of economic opportunity." Finished, he takes a second sip of water. The 
Offbeats offer polite, if muted, applause. 


Betty turns now to the parrot. "Polly?" 


Looking as dopey as ever, the parrot answers with exactly the same sound 
bite: September's voice coolly replying "As Democracy emerges in the Third 
World it is encumbent upon us to light the golden torch of economic 
opportunity." 


The Offbeats applaud like crazy. Betty Anne says "Polly wins!" En masse, 
the Offbeats lift the parrot on his perch and carry him off like a conquering 
hero. September is left standing there. Fade out. 


Fade in. September is sitting, mid-frame, looking somewhat dyspeptic. All 
we hear is the grumbling of his stomach. August comes strolling by, jauntily 
holding a big box labelled "Crackers." "Oh hi September!" he says happily 
before realizing the compromising position he's in. He shifts the box to his 
back, then his side, then his front, in a lame attempt to keep September from 
seeing it as he passes. September follows him with his eyes, which then grow 
narrowed and evil looking. 


September at the bar in the Ad Hoc Cafe. He's nursing a cup of milk. Grubby 
Groo stands behind the bar, cleaning mugs on an animation loop. September 
confides in the man. "I haven't had a decent meal since that lime-green 
Dictaphone came to town." "Can't you grub your own chow?" asks Groo. "No, " 
says September, "Despite my wit and intelligence, I lack the opposable thumb 
required to operate a can opener. It's my shameful little secret." "What're 
ya gonna do?" asks Grubby Groo. "T'm not sure," says September, "but it's 
going to involve that bird." 


Night. Polly is asleep on his perch. September slinks in, dressed ina 
black sweatsuit and black knit cap, dragging a sack behind him. He hides 
badly behind the bird's stand, then reaches up, grabs the parrot by the neck, 
and stuffs him in the bag. As he tiptoes away, we hear the muffled cries of 
"T've got a song stuck in my head!" and "I may already be a winner!" 


a ge 


The next morning. The Offbeats are walking along, excitedly talking about 


the parrot. "I'm gonna get him to call my mother!" "Good idea!", etc. They 
arrive at the empty perch. Fast zoom in on the perch. REPUNZIL: "Where's 
Polly?" Fast zoom in on pawprints on the ground. "September!" They go 


running off. 

Cut to: September, sitting next to his empty bowl, looking happy with a big, 
full stomach. The Offbeats run in. "September!" cries August. "You 

dicn' tl" 

"Didn't I," says September. 


Repunzil breaks down crying. Everyone goes to console her, except August, 


who walks over to September. "This is my fault, September," he says. "I was 
ignoring you." "Will you open my cans for me now?" asks September. "Of 
course," says August. "Well then," says September, getting up and going to 


his dressing room door. 


Cut to: Inside the dressing room, where September has just poked his head in. 
Polly is sitting on his perch, clutching a can of dog food in one claw and 
opening the can with his beak. The floor is littered with dog food cans, 
some full, some empty. The bird does not seem to mind. 


"You can stop now," says September, and turns out the light. All we see are 
the bird's stupid eyes blinking, one atop the other, as we iris out. 


The end. 
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THE OFF-BEATS - AS RECORDED 
| STARVATION 


4/24/97 


Woo01 


OPEN ON: AUGUST IS HOLDING A PADDLE-BALL, 
TALKING TO SEPTEMBER. 


AUGUST: — You're sure you'll be all right, September? Once 


I go for the paddle-ball record, I can’t stop. 


SEPT: Ill muddle through somehow. 
AUGUST: You wanna watch? 
SEPT: Sure. 


AUGUST HOLDS THE BALL OUTWARD AND PULLS 
BACK ON THE PADDLE. HE LETS GO AND STARTS 
PADDLING. 


AUGUST: One, two... 
SEPT: I get the idea. 


SEPTEMBER WALKS OUT OF FRAME, IMMEDIATELY 
PASSING REPUNZIL. 


REPUNZIL: Hey September, / could take care of you. 
SEPT: My drearn come true. 
REPUNZIL: Really? 


SEPT: No. Not really. That was sarcasm. 
SEPTEMBER LEAVES. REPUNZIL STANDS THERE. 
REPUNZIL: Oh! Now I get it! (GIGGLES) 
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eee 


FADE IN. AUGUST IS PADDLING WHILE REPUNZIL 
WATCHES. BETTY AND TOMMY ENTER. 


BEITY: Whatcha doing, August? 


AUGUST: _ I’m going to break the paddle-ball record for three 
mullion four hundred thousand seven hundred sixty seven 
consecutive paddles. 


TOMMY: Cool! What number are you up to now? 
AUGUST: Fighty-three. 
TOMMY: I’ll come back. 


TOMMY EXITS. 


REPUNZIL: Isn’t this great? I can’t wait for forty-two 
thousand and nine. 


BEAT. 


bo pa (CONT) That’s my favorite number in the 
world. 


CUT TO: CU OF BETTY LOOKING AROUND. 
BETTY: Why isn’t September here? 
RETURN TO: MEDIUM SHOT. 


AUGUST: — I don’t know. What could be more fun for a dog 
than watching this? 


FADE IN: SEPTEMBER DISCO DANCING WITH A 
FEMALE DOG. HE WEARS A PARTY HAT. 
FADE OUT. 
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FADE IN. SEPTEMBER (W/PARTY HAT) HUMS HAPPILY 
TO HIMSELF AS HE WALKS OVER AND SITS DOWN 
BEFORE A BEAUTIFUL PLACE SETTING WITH 
COVERED DISH. HE LIFTS THE COVER. 


CU: CAN OF DOG FOOD AND A CAN OPENER, RESTING 
ON PLATE. 
SEPT: Abbh. My evening meal. 


SEPTEMBER PICKS UP THE TWO ITEMS AND EYES 
THEM WITH MILD CONCERN. 


SEPT: Himmmrmys. 


HE GINGERLY PLACES THE CAN OPENER ON TOP OF 
THE CAN. WHEN HE’S DONE, HE RAISES HIS ARMS 


LIKE A MAGICIAN. 
a SEPT: Open! 
NOTHING. 


CUT TO: AUGUST PADDLING. BETTY ANNE PLAYS A 
BONGO COUNTERBEAT. REPUNZIL IS WATCHING 
RAPTUROUSLY EITHER SEATED OR LYING ON 
STOMACH. THE BACKGROUND CHANGES FROM LIGHT 

_ TO DARK, TO LIGHT, TO DARK, TO LIGHT, SEEMINGLY 
DAY TO NIGHT. 


AUGUST: Tommy, stop playing with the light! 
TOMMY POKES HIS HEAD IN. 


TOMMY: I’m bored. 

REPUNZIL: But, he’s almost on forty-two thousand and nine! 
AUGUST: [already did forty-two thousand and nine. 
REPUNZIL: 1 missed it? 
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REPUNZIL LOOKS HEARTBROKEN. THE OTHERS LOOK 
AT HER. FADE OUT. 


FADE IN: A BLUEPRINT ON THE FLOOR. IT’S A CAN, 
WITH ALL THE PARTS LABELLED AND MEASURED. 


SFX: NIGHT SOUNDS. CRICKETS. 
CUT TO CU SEPTEMBER 


SEPT: The boy opens these all the time. 
FADE OUT. 


FADE IN: SEPTEMBER HAS THE TOP OF THE CAN IN 
HIS TEETH AND IS TRYING TO PULL IT OFF. 


SEPT: Grrr. 
FADE OUT. 
FADE IN: THE CAN SITS CENTER SCREEN. SEPTEMBER 


STANDS AWAY FROMIT. HE REARS BACK AND 
KARATE KICKS THE CAN. 


SEPT: Hiu-YAAA! 
THE CAN JUST FALLS OVER. 


SEPT: Hoooh! 
FADE OUT. 
FADE IN: SEPTEMBER HOLDS A BLOWTORCH. 


SEPT: I will feed myself. 


HE LOWERS THE WELDING MASK OVER HIS FACE AND 
PUTS THE TORCH TO THE CAN. INSTANTLY IT MELTS 
INTO COMPLETE MUSH. SEPTEMBER LIFTS THE MASK 
AND LOOKS VERY DISAPPOINTED. 


SEPT: Oh. Darn it. 
FADE OUT. 


i 11/23/98 MON 10:48 FAX 212 674 1i76 CURIOUS 


[005 | 


STARVATION AS RECORDED PAGE 5 
i... ne 
FADEIN. THESUN. A BUTTERFLY FLIES BY. 
SEX: BIRDS TWITTERING. 
ZOOM OUT TO FIND SEPTEMBER SITTING, MID-FRAME, 


HOLLOW-EYED AND HUNGRY. HE SPORTS A STUBBY 
BEARD. 


SEPT: [ do not need help. 


REPUNZIL ENTERS FRAME. SEPTEMBER TRIES TO 
MAINTAIN HIS COMPOSURE. 


REPUNZIL: HiSeptember! How’s my favorite puppy? 


SEPT: Swell. 
~~ | SFX: SEPTEMBER’S STOMACH RUMBLES. a 
SEPT: (CONT) No. Not swell. Please feed me. 


REPUNZIL: (GIGGLES) You and your silly sarcasm! 


SEPT: No. Really. Iam very, very hungry. 
SHE PATS HIM ON THE HEAD. 


REPUNZIL: (GIGGLE) Silly puppy! You make me laugh! 
(GIGGLE) 


SEPTEMBER GRABS REPUNZIL BY THE COLLAR. 


SEPT: I am not a silly puppy. [ama famished dog. 
REPUNZIL: Silly puppy! 
SEPT: Famished dog. 


REPUNZIL: Extra-silly puppy! 
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SEPT: Arrrgbhh ... 
SEPTEMBER COLLAPSES ON THE GROUND. 


REPUNZIL: I win! Gotta go! August is about to break the 
paddle ball record! 


REPUNZIL SKIPS AWAY, LEAVING SEPTEMBER LAYING 
THERE. BEAT. 
SEFT: (WEAKLY) August .. 


FADE OUT. 

FADEIN: AUGUST 1S HOLLOW EYED, STARING AT THE 
BOUNCING BALL. BALLOONS AND A BANNER ARE 
HUNG UP. BETTY ANNE, TOMMY AND REPUNZIL ARE 
EXCITEDLY WATCHING. 

BEITY: Keep going, Ausust! Only forty left! 


TOMMY: You were right, Betty Anne. Once you get past 
that second million, it’s really exciting! 


BETTY: Twenty five to go. 
AUGUST: Is September coming? 
REPUNZIL: No, he’s napping. Silly puppy! 


AUGUST LOOKS SAD. FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE LOOKS 
AWAY FROM THE BALL. 


AUGUST: —_ What fun is breaking a record if your dog isn’t 
there to see it? 


SEPTEMBER CRAWLS IN. 
SEPT: (MOANS) Obhbhbh. 


AUGUST: (CONT) September! You made it! 
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NOW AUGUST NOTICES SOMETHING’S WRONG. 


AUGUST: Hey, what’s wrong, boy? You look terrible! 
BETTY: Seven more! 


AUGUST WATCHES AS SEPT EMBER COLLAPSES. 


SEPT: (MOANS) Obbhh. 
AUGUST: — September? 


AUGUST PUTS DOWN HIS PADDLE. 
CUT TO: REPUNZIL 


REPUNZIL: What about the paddle-ball record? 


CUT TO: AUGUST HOLDING SEPTEMBER IN HIS ARMS. 


AUGUST: September needs me. 

AUGUST CARRIES SEPTEMBER OUT OF FRAME. THE 
OFF-BEATS ALL LOOK AT EACH OTHER. FADE OUT. 
FADE IN: AUGUST IS HOLDING HIS PADDLE-BALL AT 
THE READY. 

AUGUST: Okay, everybody ready? 

CUT TO: BETTY ANNE AT THE TALLY BOARD. 


BETTY: Ready! 
CUT TO: REPUNZIL, WITH THE STARTING FLAG. 


REPUNZIL: Ready, August! 
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CUT TO: TOMMY LAYING IN A HAMMOCK 


TOMMY: Ready! 


CUT TO: SEPTEMBER, LOOKING ALL BETTER, SITTING 
AMIDST THIRTY OPEN CANS OF DOG FOOD. 


SEPT: Ready. 

SFX: PADDLE-BALL (OS) 

AUGUST: (OS) One, two, three, four ... 

SEPT: —— SIGH) 

AUGUST: ... five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten ...... 


IRIS INTO SEPTEMBER. 
FADE OUT. 
THE END. 
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